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Introduction to the Papers Donated to the Schlesinger Library from the Multi-National Women’s Liberation Group (Athens, Greece)

My name is Becky Dennison Sakellariou. I was born and raised in Massachusetts, USA and went to Greece in 1965 as a student.  I stayed on, living there full time through 2007.  I married, raised a family, completed my education, worked, and was socially and politically active.  As many of the writers have stated for themselves in the following papers and essays, the Multi-National Women’s Liberation Group (of Athens) was central to my life in the 70s and 80s and transformative to my way of thinking and engaging with the world.  I was hungry for the kind of women’s groups that were taking place and growing in western countries; I had read a lot and was eager to be a part of that kind of vibrant, revolutionary community.  The budding Women’s Movement in Greece at that time did not speak to my yearnings and my cultural experiences, and so, I discovered the MNWLG, just newly formed of mostly non-Greek women (from New Zealand, Australia, the United States, Britain, Ireland, Germany, Norway and others), and became a passionately committed member, believing that I had finally “found my real culture.”

36 years later: I am now living part of every year back in the US, but still staying close to my Greek life and family; in February of this year, I received a note from an old friend and member of MNWLG, Maggie Sadoway, who had moved to the US years ago.  She suggested that we meet (she lives in Massachusetts and I in New Hampshire), and that she had some of the old newsletters from the MNWLG that she wanted to show me.  And so we met.  And there, right in front of us in yellowing, torn and mimeographed pages were our lives, our activism, our struggles, our inspirations, our poetry, our challenges, our disputes, our hopes ---- all in fading newsletters entitled OUT,  the title coming from “where are you going? Out.” Both Maggie and I were instantly pulled back to those wonderful, exciting years, sharing stories, anecdotes and passions that were all in some way connected to this energetic and creative community of women.  

At some point during our lunch, Maggie said:  “A friend of mine has said that these are important historical documents of the ‘international feminist movement’ with women from many countries working together to forge new ways of thinking and being. What do you think we should do with them?”  After about a minute, I brazenly said I would take them and start looking for a home for them.  And so I took the huge binder of these newsletters home with me.  The first person I went to was Corinne Chronopoulos, the Peterborough Public Library’s head librarian who was very impressed and enthusiastic to help us find a home for the papers. She was just the right contact and put herself out by contacting various university archives, other New Hampshire Librarians and Archivists, eventually receiving a response from the Weidner Library at Harvard University who referred us to Marylène Altieri, Curator of Books and Printed Materials on the History of Women in America at the Schlesinger Library at Harvard University, who then pointed us in the direction of Kathryn Jacob, Curator of Manuscripts at the Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute of Advanced Studies, Harvard University who quickly wrote to us.
All of this was happening over a period of just under three months.  Everything moved so quickly; we were in high gear trying to figure it all out when Ms. Jacob wrote us that the Library would take the papers.  Our exhilaration was unbounded.  By this time, as Maggie writes in her account (see below), “… ..the ball [really] got rolling: within [a short time], more than 25 of us were talking by email, meeting in person when possible, searching through basements and attics in far-flung corners of the world for fading records and nearly forgotten papers. As one woman after another found bits and pieces of our history, even after moves across oceans and over decades, we realized that the very fact that so many of us saved virtually all our printed papers (and knew where to find them!) simply confirmed how important the MNWLG was to us.”
Two women immediately wrote moving and informative essays about their membership in the Group, then others added their own stories.  Then we had to get the papers together, many sent from overseas to me in New Hampshire, organize and discuss how and who and what would go to Schlesinger (99%  of this via email), negotiate with the Library as to the correct procedures, and finally, gather everything together and present them to their new home.  
I cannot tell you how surprised we have been, how vast an emotional and stimulating experience it has all been.  To have the Schlesinger Library at the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Studies understand that what we had done all those years was exceptional and singular enough to add to their extraordinary and eminent archives is truly a deep validation of our lives, our struggles, our persistence, our commitments.  Furthermore, it has been wonderfully evocative and heady to reconnect with these women scattered all over the world who had been so active and memorable in the formation and development of the MNWLG.  Their names and voices have rekindled our pride in ourselves and our accomplishments despite indifferent, and at times, resistant socio-cultural environments, and have underscored how creatively we have carried all we did and learned into our lives today.
Special thanks to:

--Corinne Chronopoulos, Head Librarian at the Peterborough, NH, USA, Public Library, who went all out for us from the outset and found just the right contacts through her amazing networks,
---Jane Assimakopoulos, former member of the MNWLG, who took up the baton in Greece to collect, collate, and communicate our papers,
----and finally, Kathryn Jacob, Curator of Manuscripts at the Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute, Harvard University, whose acceptance of the papers was such an honor to us.
*Some of the offshoots and/or subgroups of the Multi-National Women’s Liberation Group were  The Network Directory of Greece, The Non-Sexist Education Workshop (see papers following), The Cross-Cultural Children’s Association, Growl, I Want to Fly (bi-lingual children’s book by Angeliki Makri), The Women's Writing Workshop, The Study Group of Matriarchal Societies, The Mothers’ Support Group. 

These are often mentioned in the newsletters and will have some written reports/documents coming in to Schlesinger in the next months.
**When reading through these papers, please note that the spellings of Greek names (usually surnames) in English will have small differences even though referring to the same person.
***There are places, towns, roads also mentioned in some of the newsletters, most of which are in the city of Athens.  We did not attempt to translate or explain where these are.  
